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Listening Comprehension 1 (7 ½ marks) 

Listen to Diana telling her friend about how her new job is going and choose 

the best answer a, b or c.  

1. How did Diana and the tourists travel to the canyon? 

a. By cars         b. On horses      c. By bus 

2.  Why did some of the tourists stay at the hotel today? 

a. They were tired.     b. They were full.    c. They felt great. 

3. Who is Mark? 

a. The hotel manager.    b. Diana’s colleague.   c. A worker at the canyon. 

4. What did Diana do for lunch at the Canyon? 

a. She didn't have time for lunch. 

b. She had lunch at the hotel. 

c. She had lunch in the canyon cafe. 

5.  What is the programme for tomorrow? 

a. Aquarium in the morning, museum in the afternoon. 

b. Tour of the city in the morning, aquarium in the afternoon. 

c. Museum in the morning, aquarium in the afternoon. 

 

Listening Comprehension 2. (7 ½ marks) 

 

 Listen to three people talking about their favourite places to eat  and decide 

whether the following statements are true or false . 

1. Speaker 1 goes to the restaurant at lunchtime.                           True / False 

2. Speaker 1 likes watching T.V there.                                            True / False 

3. Speaker 2 says that you can eat both salad and pasta there.    True / False 

4. Speaker 2 knows the owner because he is a relative.                True /  False 

5. Speaker 3 eats breakfast and lunch in the diner.                        True /  False 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

7 ½  
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Reading Comprehension   (15 marks) 

       Read the following article written by Tim Johnson and answer the 

questions that follow accordingly. 

 

My Relationship with my Parents

1. I truly value my relationship with my 

parents. The role of my parents and my 

siblings in my life can hardly ever be 

overstated. To begin with, I should state 

that my parents have always provided me 

with support. Their opinion has always 

played a significant role in my decision 

making process. Whenever I had a 

problematic situation over the course of my 

life, I would necessarily talk to my parents 

about an issue that generated a seemingly 

irresolvable dilemma. I could go talk to my 

father in particular about almost anything. 

When I was in high school and actually all 

my way through college my parents used 

to give me valuable advice as to what kind 

of friends I should choose, what classes I 

should take and what clothes I should put 

on. They always taught me something. I 

cannot say that I necessarily followed their 

advice. The ultimate source that I always 

refer to when I have to make an important 

decision is my own brain. I believe that I am 

smart enough as well as experienced 

enough to make my own decisions. 

However, it is always important to consult 

my parents simply because they might give 

me a different perspective that I would 

never think of on my own. Even though 

their opinion might not be exactly what I am 

looking for at a particular point in my life, 

their contribution is extremely valuable. In 

other words, there are times when I need 

someone to talk to. My parents and my 

siblings are the only people that I will select 

for that role. 

2. My parents and siblings provide a great 

deal of moral support at times of trouble. My 

relationship with my brother and sister is 

somewhat different. Of course, my brother 

and sister support me a lot in almost any 

situation and I am sure that they are the 

people that I can count on in case I have a 

dilemma to deal with. However, there has 

always been tremendous competition among 

us in the family. It was always vital for me to 

excel my siblings in almost every aspect of 

life. Back when I was a high school student, I 

felt like I needed to pick better grades in all 

the classes that we took together. That 

ultimate desire to be the best in the family has 

always dominated my personality. At this 

point, I cannot say for sure whether it is a 

good or bad thing. Sometimes I happened to 

excel in something and that brought me 

enormous satisfaction. Other times I would 

sustain a considerable failure and that would 

just devastate me completely. Nevertheless, 

now that I can take a look back at my entire 

life and consciously evaluate everything I 

ever did, I can confidently state that I would 

not have accomplished most of the things that 

I have ever done in my life if had I not have 

my siblings. They were the source of my 

energy and my drive that motivated and 

inspired me to persevere and keep going 

even when a situation was difficult and 

hopeless. My brother and sister are that 

people that I have to thank for almost 

everything that I have achieved over the 

course of my life. I did not realize that when I 

was younger. Now I can clearly see their role 

in my life. 
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A. Are these statements true (√), false (X) or not given (NG)? ( 5 marks ) 

1. There has been a good communication between the writer and her parents. TRUE 

FALSE 

TRUE 

NG 

 
FALSE 

2. The writer has always followed her parents’ advice. 

3. The parents can make the writer look at things differently.  

4. The writer didn’t like going out a lot from her home.                                                                  

5. The on-going competition between the writer and her siblings has always led 
her to success.  

 

B. Match the underlined words in the article with their corresponding definitions.      

Note that there is ONE EXTRA Definition. ( 5 marks) 

issue valuable perspective excel persevere 
 

Definitions  Words 

1. a particular attitude towards or way of regarding something. perspective 

2. be exceptionally good at or proficient in an activity or subject  excel 

3. extremely useful or important valuable 

4. continue in a course of action even in the face of difficulty persevere 

5. not hopeful or encouraging situation X 

6. a problem or an important topic for debate or discussion  issue 

 

C. Answer the following questions. ( 5 marks ) 

1. The phrase “can hardly ever be overstated” in the paragraph 1 is similar in meaning to …  

a. extremely important and serious    b. very simple and unimportant  c. can hardly be mentioned 

 

2. What does the highlighted pronoun “They” in paragraph 1 refer to?  

Parents  

3.  Find and write ONE sentence in paragraph 1 that shows that the writer is fully 

confident of her ability to make the right decisions. 

The ultimate source that I always refer to when I have to make an important 

decision is my own brain// I believe that I am smart enough as well as 

experienced enough to make my own decisions (ACCEPT EITHER) 

4.  What does the word “it” refer to in ‘whether it is a good or bad thing’ in paragraph 2? 

Having the desire to be the best in the family  

5.  Based on your own understanding, what message is the writer trying to give in the last 

highlighted sentence in the article?  

She realizes now the real value of her parents and siblings / now, she is aware of the 

importance of her parents and siblings. (ACCEPT ANY SIMILAR ANSWERS) 
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Writing (20 marks)    

        Choose ONE question ONLY to answer 

                                                                    

A)       Peer pressure has advantages and disadvantages.                   

Write a short essay discussing this topic and expressing your point of view with 

examples from real life. ( 200- 250 words) 

                                                        OR 

B) You have seen an advertisement in a local newspaper for a job vacancy in the Bahrain 

Museum during the holidays. You have decided to apply for the job.                         

Write a letter (around 150 words) to Mr. BLACK, the director of the Museum.  

Include the following in your letter: 

 introduce yourself  ( YOUR NAME IS NOOR AHMED and your school 

is “SUCCESS SCHOOL”) 

 explain what experience and special skills you have 

 explain why you are interested in the job 

 

(Writing ….) 
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END OF ANSWERS 

Task Focus 

5 Marks 

Organization 

5 Marks 

Language Accuracy 

5 Marks 

Appropriateness 

5 Marks 

Total 

20 Marks 

   

 

  


