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Listening 1          Listen to two news stories and state whether the 

following statements are true (  ) or false (  ×  ). 

(A) Homeless Billy Ray Harris was begging on the streets of Kansas City. 

Sarah Darling walked past and dropped some coins into his collection cup. 

The next day she realized that her diamond engagement ring had dropped into 

the cup with the coins. She went back to find Harris, not feeling very hopeful. 

But she was surprised when he remembered her and returned the ring. A 

jeweller had offered Harris $4,000 for the ring. But he was an honourable man 

and he kept the ring in case the woman returned. To show their appreciation, 

Sarah Darling and her husband collected money for Harris. The story went viral 

online and donations arrived from all over the world. The final total was 

$185,000. Harris doesn't sleep rough now and is no longer jobless. He has 

part-time employment, has been reunited with his family and has a new 

friendship with the Darlings.  

 

(B) Officer Deprimo was working in the west village area of New York when he 

saw some people laughing at a homeless man because he had no shoes on. 

The officer was shocked by the people's cruelty and stupidity. It was freezing 

cold that night, and the officer decided to help the man out. He asked him for 

his shoe size and went into a store where he bought a pair of boots and some 

socks, and then gave the man a hand to put them on.  

Another police office was in the neighbourhood that night and she was 

impressed by the officer's kindness and helpfulness. She took a photo of the 

officer doing a good deed and sent it to the New York City Police Department. 

They put it on their Facebook page to show that police officers can be sensitive 

and sympathetic. The photo went viral and attracted 500,000 likes and 200,000 

.shares 
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: Listening 2 

Listen to a radio interview with a careers advisor, Janine Mesumo, at a school in 

Spain and choose the correct answer. 

Pablo Selles: We are very lucky to have in our studio today Janine Mesumo, who works as a 

careers advisor at an international school in Madrid. Her main role is to advise students who 

have recently completed their IGCSEs, on what they should do next. Part of this is giving them 

advice on writing their first CV. Have I got that right, Janine? 

Janine Mesumo: Absolutely, Pablo. Actually, a great deal of my time is spent in helping 

students draw up their CV, which can be quite problematic when you haven't yet had any work 

experience. 

PS: What areas should first-time CV writers include? 

JM: I think the key here is not to try to include too much. Prospective employers need to be able 

to get a quick overview, rather than a detailed biography of someone's life-that can come at the 

interview. However, there needs to be enough information, so that the employer can decide 

whether or not to call the applicant for an interview. 

PS: Hmm, I see. So what information would you say is essential? 

JM: start with personal details: name, address, contact details. You'd be surprised how many 

people forget to put their telephone number and email address on their CV! Then, education 

and qualifications. Some people recommend combining these two areas: so, for example, you 

might say '2014-2017, International School, Madrid, six IGCSEs in Maths, English….' And so 

on, rather than listing the qualifications in a different section.  

PS: That's an interesting idea- I like that! What comes next? 

JM: Well, this is where some students become rather worried, because usually the next section 

is work experience.  

PS: But often students don't have any work experience. 

JM: Exactly, and so they worry about leaving a blank. But as a school-or college leaver, nobody 

is going to expect you to have an employment history, so there really is no need to worry. 

However, it is worth mentioning weekend or after-school jobs, or any work for charities, or 

voluntary work. 

PS: OK, and after that? What about hobbies and interests?  

JM: Yes, it is important to include leisure interests, but a common mistake is simply to list things, 

for example: 'reading, football, music'.  

PS: So what should our listeners do? 

JM: Instead of simply giving a list, explain in what way these things interest you or what skills 

you have developed through them. For example, if you put reading, give details about what you 

like to read…. 


