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KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN 
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

DIRECTORATE OF EXAMINATION CENTRAL /EXAMINATION SECTION 
SECONDARY EDUCATION /UNIFIED TRACKS & RELIGIOUS 

Resit Exam 2018-2019 
COURSE NAME: English Language                                   TRACK: UNIFIED TRACKS & RELIGIOUS  
COURSE CODE: Eng. 301                                                  TIME: 2 Hours  

 

Listening Comprehension 1 (5 marks) 

Listen to a conversation between a man and a woman talking                                        

about smoking habits and complete the following statements. 

1. The woman thinks that the man is ___________. 

     a. a light smoker          b. a heavy smoker              c. an average smoker 

2.  According to the conversation, where does the man probably smoke at home? 

   a. In the bathroom           b. In his bedroom           c. In the garden 

3. The woman knows that Jacob is smoking because ________.  

   a. she caught him smoking at school 

   b. he told her about his new habit       

   c. she found cigarettes in his clothes 

4. Based on the tone of the conversation, the man is ________ the woman's ideas. 

    a. unaffected by          b. open to              c. interested in 

5. The man and the woman are _____________. 

    a. brother and sister           b. husband and wife           c. colleagues 

================================================================== 

Listening Comprehension (5 marks) 

Listen to this radio programme about bees and wasps and decide whether the 

following statements are true (√) or false (X)  

1. According to scientists, bees are as important as wasps. (……) 

2. Worker bees make honey from nectar.   (……) 

3. Bee societies have four classes. (……) 

4. A honeybee lives in a house called a cell.  (……)      

5. Most solitary wasps are parasitic. (……)      
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Reading Comprehension 2 (10 marks)    

Read the article about how to start a book club and answer the following 

questions accordingly. 

So, you want to start a book club. Sounds easy, right? Think again. Putting together a 

book club is trickier than it sounds, but here are some pro tips to help your literary circle 

thrive.  

Book clubs are a great way to meet new friends or keep in touch with old ones, 

while keeping up on your reading and participating in lively and intellectually stimulating 

discussions. If you’re interested in starting a book club, you should consider the 

following options and recommendations. 

 Before recruiting the club members, think carefully about how many people you 

want to participate and also what the club’s focus will be. For example, some book clubs 

focus exclusively on fiction, others read nonfiction. Some are even more specific, focusing 

only on a particular genre such as mysteries, science fiction, or thriller. Others have a 

more flexible and open focus. All of these possibilities can make for a great club, but it is 

important to decide on a focus at the outset so the guidelines will be clear to the group 

and prospective member. 

After setting the basic parameters, recruitment can begin. Notify friends and family, 

advertise in the local newspaper, and hang flyers on bulletin boards in local stores, 

colleges, libraries, and bookstores. When enough people express interest, schedule a 

kick-off meeting during which decisions will be made about specific guidelines that will 

ensure the club runs smoothly.  

This meeting will need to establish where the group will meet (rotating homes or a 

public venue such as a library or coffee shop); how often the group will meet, and on what 

day of the week and at what time; how long the meetings will be; how books will be chosen 

and by whom; who will lead the group (if anyone); and whether refreshments will be 

served and if so, who will supply them. By the end of this meeting, these guidelines should 

be set and a book selection and date for the first official meeting should be finalized. 

Planning and running a book club is not without challenges, but when a book club 

is run effectively, the experience can be extremely rewarding for everyone involved. 
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A. Reorder the following events (a-e) according to their appearance in the article. The first 

one has been done for you. ( 2 marks) 

a.  Set a date for the first official meeting.  

b. A wish to start a book club. 1 

c. Start selecting club members.  

d. Decide the book genre the club will focus on.   

e. Set a date for the kick-off meeting.  

 

B. Read the text again and choose the best answers ( 3 marks ) 

    1. Which of the following would NOT be covered during the book club’s kick-off meeting?  

              a. deciding on whether refreshments will be served. 

              b. discussing and/or appointing a leader. 

              c. searching for members that will join the club. 

2. Which of the following is NOT a reason for starting book clubs according to the article? 

   a. socializing with other friends.   b. collecting money to buy books.  c. promoting a reading culture. 

 3. Read the following sentence from the article and choose the most appropriate 

meaning of “establish”. 

“This meeting will need to establish where the group will meet.” 

a. build              b. create         c. determine 

C. Match the UNDERLINED words in the text with their corresponding definitions. 

Note that there is ONE extra definition. ( 4 marks) 

 

flexible schedule running rewarding 

 

Definitions Words 

1. Plan (an event) to take place at a particular time.  

2. The action of managing or operating something.  

3.  Expected, potential or likely to be..  

4. Giving you satisfaction, pleasure, or benefit.  

5. Able to change to suit new situations  

 

D. According to you, is the book club a great solution to encourage the reading 

habit? Justify your answer. (1 mark) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/give_1
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/satisfaction
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/pleasure
https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/profit_1
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Reading Comprehension 1 (10 marks) 

          Read this article and answer the following questions accordingly  

1 In the early 1920's, settlers came to Alaska looking for gold. They travelled by boat to 

the coastal towns of Seward and Knik, and from there by land into the gold fields. The 

trail they used to travel inland is known today as the Iditarod Trail, one of the National 

Historic Trails designated by the Congress of the United States. The Iditarod Trail quickly 

became a major public road in Alaska, as the mail and supplies were carried across this 

trail. People also used it to get from place to place, including traders, and judges who had 

to travel between villages. In the winter, the settlers’ only means of travel down this trail 

was via dog sled.  

2 Once the gold rush ended, many gold-seekers went back to where they had come from, 

and suddenly there was much less travel on the Iditarod Trail. The introduction of the 

airplane in the late 1920’s meant dog teams were no longer the standard mode of 

transportation, and of course with the airplane carrying the mail and supplies, there was 

less need for land travel in general. The final blow to the use of the dog teams was the 

appearance of snowmobiles. By the mid 1960's, most Alaskans didn’t even know the 

Iditarod Trail existed, or that dog teams had played a crucial role in Alaska’s early 

settlements. 

3 Dorothy G. Page, a self-made historian, became aware that few people knew about the 

former use of sled dogs as working animals and about the Iditarod Trail’s role in Alaska’s 

colorful history. To raise awareness about this aspect of Alaskan history, she came up 

with the idea to have a dog sled race over the Iditarod Trail. She presented her idea to 

an enthusiastic musher, as dog sled drivers are known, named Joe Redington. Soon 

Dorothy and Joe Redington were working together to promote the idea of the Iditarod 

race. Many people worked to make the first Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race a reality in 1967.  

4 To raise interest in the race, a $25,000 prize was offered, with Joe Redington donating 

one acre of his land to help raise the funds. The short race, approximately 27 miles long, 

was put on a second time in 1969. After these first two successful races, the goal was to 

lengthen the race a little further to the ghost town of Iditarod by 1973. However, in 1972, 

the U.S. Army reopened the trail as a winter exercise, and so in 1973, the decision was 

made to take the race all the way to the city of Nome—over 1,000 miles. There were 

many who believed it could not be done and that it was crazy to send a bunch of mushers 

out into the vast, uninhabited Alaskan wilderness. But the race went! 22 mushers finished 

that year, and to date over 400 people have completed it.  
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A. Choose the correct answers (5 marks) 

 

1. The main purpose of this article is to ___________________ 

a. tell the history of the Iditarod trail and the race that reminds people of it.   

b. describes the obstacles that were involved in founding the Iditarod race.  

c. describes the conditions that led to the creation of the Iditarod Trail. 

2.   Based on information in the article, all of the following reasons led to the 

neglect of the Iditarod Trail EXCEPT … 

      a. more modern forms of transportation   

      b. no more gold mines 

      c. highway routes to ghost towns  

 

3.  As used in paragraph 2, which is the best meaning for the word mode? 

                    a. formula               b. way              c. preference            

 4. In paragraph 3, the phrase “self-made historian” indicates that Dorothy G. Page___ 

     a. was employed by the Congress to keep Alaska’s dog sled history alive.  

     b. had continued the study of Alaska’s history out of her own interest. 

     c. had personally educated others about Alaska’s history. 

5.  According to the article, the first two Iditarod races were a success because__  

      a. many people wanted to bring the history of the Iditarod trail to life again. 

      b. the amount of money allocated for the winners was high.   

      c. many people wanted to see the famous ghost town of Iditarod.  

 B.  What do the UNDERLINED pronouns in the article refer to? (5 marks) 

Words References 

1. they (para.1)  

2. it ( para.1)  

3. they ( para.2)  

4. her ( para.3)  

5. it ( para.4)  
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Writing 1 (10 marks) 
 

Students should be given a shorter summer holiday to avoid forgetting what they learn at 
school. Write an essay discussing this statement and highlighting the advantages 
and disadvantages and expressing your opinion (250 words). 
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Task Focus 

2½ Marks 

Organization 

2½ Marks 

Language Accuracy 

2½ Marks 

Appropriateness 

2½ Marks 

Total 

10 Marks 
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Writing 2 (10 marks)      write on ONE of the following two topics 

A. You are a student who has a part time job in a big supermarket. Write an email to 

reply to your classmates’ enquiry about your experience   (150 words).  (Write 

about   the advantages, problems faced, and your advice for those who want 

to follow your example etc.). Your name is Noor Ahmed. 

OR 

B. The pie chart below shows the proportion of the diet that most of Americans follow. 
Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and 
make comparisons where relevant. (Write at least 150 words). 

 

 
(processed foods: foods that have been treated by a special method in order to preserve them.) 

(WRITING ………) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

55%
30%

11%

4%

Standard American Diet (SAD)

Processed Foods

Animal Prouducts

Vegetables, fruit, nuts and beans

Whole grains
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Task Focus 

2½ Marks 

Organization 

2½ Marks 

Language Accuracy 

2½ Marks 

Appropriateness 

2½ Marks 

Total 

10 Marks 

   

 

  

 

End of Exam 


