
 

Q2 Listen to a radio programme about Life in the desert and decide whether the 

following statements are True (√) or False (×)  

There are different kinds of deserts. There are hot deserts and there are cold deserts. 

The Sahara Desert is the largest hot desert in the world. The Gobi Desert is always very 

cold. Some deserts are sandy. Some deserts are rocky. Other deserts have mountains. 

Antarctica is the coldest place in the world, but it is a desert and it is covered in snow and 

ice. 

 It can be very windy in the desert, too. There can be sandstorms or snowstorms. In sandy 

deserts, the wind blows the sand and forms sand dunes.  

A desert is a very dry place. It has very little rain. It snows in Antarctica, but it does not 

rain. In hot deserts, it is very hot during the day and then very cold at night. When it rains, 

it rains suddenly. However, there is very little water in the desert. Sometimes you can find 

water in rocks underground. These places are called oases.  

 The rain in the Sahara desert is less than 25 centimetres a year. People cannot survive 

without water. There are few lakes. Most of these are saltwater lakes. People cannot drink 

from them.  

 Plants and animals need water to survive in hot deserts. Although these deserts are very 

dry, it is amazing how many plants live there. There are also many animals, insects and 

birds.  

 Some plants, like cacti, keep rainwater in their leaves for a long time. Other plants have 

long roots. The roots take water from deep under the ground.  


