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Listening 1: (5 Marks)
Listen to the dialogue about life in both Japan and England and fill in the table below about Japan. 

	Age (Japan)
	Event (Japan)

	6
	Start  elementary school

	18
	Go to …College / university …

	…27…..
	Leave home/ get married 

	…29…..
	Have their first child 

	40
	Buy …a house…

	60
	…retire ….


Listening 2: (5 Marks)
Listen to five speakers talking about learning English language and match each speaker (1 – 5) with what he/she says. Note that there is one extra statement. 

	Statements
	Speakers

	I speak English with other employees at work. 
	…3….

	English is not interesting but a must for my work. 
	…1….

	It is disappointing that native speakers of English do not speak other languages.
	…5….

	I think English grammar is much simpler than my language.
	-

	I think English is not that important for business.
	… 2….

	English is not as beautiful as my language. 
	… 4….
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Reading 1: (10 Marks)

Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.
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              Visiting San Francisco

San Francisco is a place you really must visit if you are ever in the States. Its most famous feature may be the Golden Gate Bridge. Completed in 1937, this is really a beautiful bridge to cycle or walk over, or just view from your car.

One place nearby for a great view of the bridge is the lively Presidio. It is also a great place to spend some time outdoors on a nice day. Go windsurfing, jogging, or just relax in the sun. The Palace of Fine Arts is worth a visit, too.

No trip to San Francisco is complete without a trip to Alcatraz Island. The highly recommended Alcatraz Tour attracts over one million visitors a year. Do not expect to arrive at Pier 41 and find spare tickets, though. Always book ahead.

San Francisco is home to the largest group of Chinese people outside Asia, and many live in Chinatown. It is a great area for walking around. Visit the jade markets and tea shops, and buy souvenirs before enjoying a great meal. If your preference is Italian food then go to North Beach, or "Little Italy." Here you will find the best Italian restaurants and wonderful ice cream.

For some serious shopping, try Union Square. Many department stores are there, but it is a favourite with the tourists so watch out for the crowds. For more shopping, souvenirs, and entertainment, there is also Fisherman's Wharf-the number one destination for visitors to the city. Many people say it is just a big tourist trap, and they are right. However, if you like seafood, Scoma's at the Wharf is the best place in the town to eat. 

San Francisco is a city where you do not need a car. You can walk or take public transportation everywhere, and there is no better way to learn about the city and its history than by taking a guided tour –good value at just $20. 

To escape from all noise and people, go to Golden Gate Park. This delightful park includes several great museums and miles of attractive paths to walk. It has over one million trees and includes a Japanese tea garden.

A: Fill in the table below with the correct information from the article. ( 5 Marks)
	NO
	Activities 
	Place

	1.
	Go windsurfing.
	Presidio

	2.
	See some art.
	The Palace of Fine Arts

	3.
	Eat Italian food.
	North Beach, or "Little Italy."

	4.
	Eat some great seafood.
	Scoma's    ( at the  Wharf) ½ mark

	5.
	Enjoy some peace and quiet.
	Golden Gate Park


B:  Match the words with their meanings according to the article .
 Note that there is one extra word .  (5 Marks)

	   bridge       recommend        souvenir         crowds         destination      delightful.



1. … recommend  .. to say that something is good and deserve to be chosen.
2. … bridge …          a structure that is built over a road.

3. … souvenir ……   a thing that you buy to remind yourself of a place or holiday.
4. … delightful…      very pleasant and enjoyable. 
5. … destination …   a place which a person is going to. 
Reading 2: (10 Marks)

Read the article below and answer the questions that follow.


Chocolate – Tasting

1. Chole Dupont has a job, which many people would envy. She is a chocolate -taster. Surprisingly, she is small and slim in spite of eating chocolate every day of her life. She was born in Argentina, where, at that time, chocolate was rare and expensive. At age of 13 she moved to France with her family. From that moment, she was able to indulge her passion. As she purchased her longed for chocolate bars, she also began cataloguing every piece of chocolate she bought with her small amount of pocket money. She had a modest amount of money to spend so she was always looking for the best taste. Chole often ate the chocolate as early as 5 o’clock in the morning when she was alone because it gave her enormous pleasure. It was probably at this time that she considered chocolate tasting as her future profession.
2. Her school friends tested her on her ability to identify the maker of the chocolate she was tasting. She was never wrong about the brand or the type of chocolate she had been given and her friends were amazed.
3. Chole is now one of the few women at the top of her profession as a chocolate -taster. She eats at least 300 grams of chocolate a day but never puts weight because she swims for an hour a day and eats light meals. This is because she needs to feel hungry to do her job properly.
4. She believes that most people mistake real chocolate for the type which is made from sugar, artificial vanilla flavourings and milk powder. She admits that this can taste nice for a while, but it is not real chocolate. She says that most people all over the world enjoy eating chocolate but they usually only buy one or two types. She adds, “Tasting and eating chocolate should be a joyous experience and I hope that you'll experiment by buying new bars." 

5. Chocolate is a healthy food if eaten in moderation as it contains coca beans, cocoa butter, and natural vanilla." Make sure you don't buy anything which has suffered difference in temperature as it will be stale and at more than 23C it will no longer be of good quality," Chole says.

 Chloe believes, " Chocolate is a little treasure we can all carry in this long and hard journey which is life."

A: Match the paragraphs (1 - 5) to the headings below.
 Note that there is one extra heading. ( 5 Marks)
	Headings
	Paragraph Number

	Impressing friends.
	2

	Missing the right type of chocolate. 
	4

	The history of chocolate. 
	-

	Giving advice.
	5

	Keeping Fit.
	3

	Basis of future career. 
	1


B: According to the article, decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F)        (5 Marks)

1. Many People eat chocolate in the place where Chole was born. (   F   )

2. Chole has unusual ability in identifying the maker of the chocolate. (   T   )

3. There are many females with the same profession. (   F   )

4.  For a real experience, you need to buy new bars. (    T   )

5. According to Chole, chocolate is unhealthy food. (   F   ) 

Writing 1: (10 Marks)
You must answer this question 

(Write around 200 words)

You have seen the following advertisement in Gulf Daily News and decided to apply for the job. Write a letter of application. Do not include any addresses.
	Staff Required 

for a Training Institute 
	We offer:

· Part- time work

· Good salary 

· Medical insurance 
	We require :

Basic computer skills.

Excellent communication skills.

Good command of spoken and written English.


Dear Sir/ Mdam 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Iqbal Ali 

	Task Focus
	Organization
	Language Accuracy
	Appropriateness
	Total

	
	
	
	
	


Writing 2: (10 Marks)
Choose ONE question only

                                         (Write between 200-250 words)
A. Your online friend is planning to study in Bahrain. Write a letter to your friend giving her /him advice about coming to Bahrain. Your name is Noor. Do not include any addresses.
OR

B. Brothers and sisters are the most precious people in our lives. Write a description of one of your brothers or sisters describing his/her appearance, personality and giving your opinion about him/her.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
	Task Focus
	Organization
	Language Accuracy
	Appropriateness
	Total

	
	
	
	
	


End of Exam
Listening 2: 

Listen to five speakers talking about learning English language and match each speaker with what he/she says. Note that there is one extra statement. 

Speaker 1 :

Well, to be honest, learning English isn't my idea of fun. I mean, rock concert are fun. Motorbikes are fun. Snowboarding is fun. Learning English isn't fun. It's hard work. But it's worth it. I don't need English every day in my job right now. But if I want to get on in my career, I know I am going to need it more and more. English is where the money is, so I just think of it as an investment in my future. We Swiss are very practical like that. 

Speaker 2:

Well, I accept that English is the language of the media, But I'm not so sure about business. Personally, I know a lot of business people who speak almost no English at all. Twenty-five per cent of the world speaks English. OK, but that means 75% don't. The way I see it, if I'm trying to sell you something, I should speak your language. But if you come to Ecuador to sell me something, then you should speak Spanish.

Speaker 3:

Coming from a tiny country like the Netherlands means we've always had to speak foreign languages. So it's nothing new for us. The same goes for people from Luxembourg, Belgium, Scandinavia. 80 % of Dutch people speak English. Most of us speak some German too, or French. We certainly don't expect anybody speaks Dutch! In fact, the firm I work for recently introduce English as the official company language. So now, I speak English all day – to other Dutch people.  

Speaker 4:

I 'm afraid I really don't like English that much. I find the pronunciation very difficult. It's certainly not as beautiful as my language, which is Italian. And, anyway, I think it's more difficult as you get older to learn foreign languages. But my company wants me to learn English, so  I don't really have much choice. If a quarter of the world speaks it, I suppose I must too. But I'll always think in Italian. 

Speaker 5:

I don't know why people who speak European languages complain about learning English. Try learning it when your native language is Korean! Actually, I find I can speak English OK, if I am doing business with other non-native speakers, like Argentinians or Japanese. But with native speakers, I do not feel at a disadvantage. I've heard that 66% of British people don't speak a foreign language at all. Hardly surprising when so many of us have to learn English.

Listening 1 :

Listen to the dialogue about life in both Japan and England and fill in the table below. 

A : So, What do you think of life in England, Keiko?

Keiko: Oh, It's very different from life in Japan.

A: Oh? How's that?

Keiko: Well, people tend to do different things at different stages in their lives. If you know what I mean.

A: I'm not sure I do. Give me an example.

Keiko: Ok well, children here in Britain start elementary school at the age of five, don't they?

A: Yes, that's right.

Keiko: Well, it's not the same in Japan. We start at the age of 6.

A: Oh, I see. 

Keiko: In Japan, children go to junior high school when they are 12, but you don't have junior high here, do you? 

A: Not usually, no. Children here go straight from primary or elementary school to secondary school.

Keiko: In Japan, most children then go on to senior high school at the age of 15.

A: What happen then?

Keiko: Then, they go on to college or university when they are 18. 

A: So, how many years do people spend at the university in Japan?

Keiko: Well, they usually stay in university for four years, which means that they leave when they are twenty – two … but they can also go to junior collage, which means that they can leave when they are twenty.

A: I see. So the education systems are a bit different, aren't they? 

Keiko: Yes, but it's not only that. People in Japan and in Britain tend to do other things at different ages too- like leaving home, getting married and having children.

A:  Do they?

Keiko: Yes. People usually leave home at 18 in Britain, don't they? Because that's when they move away to go to college, right?

A: That's right.

Keiko: In Japan, they stay at home until they are about 27years old.

A: So how old are people in Japan when they are get married, then?

Keiko: Well, the average age is the same – about 27- because they only leave home for that reason. On average, women tend to have their first child at about 29.

A: That's interesting. What other things have you noticed are different?

Keiko: Well, I can tell you that people in Japan usually rent homes until they can buy their own. This is usually at about 40.

A: Really? I would have thought they would be in their thirties. 

Keiko: No, houses are very expensive in Japan.

A: and what about retirement? How old are people when they stop working?

Keiko: Everybody has to retire at 60.

A: Life seems quite different there, compared to Britain.

Keiko: Yes, … It's very interesting to find out about how people live around the world and compare life in different countries.
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