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Listening 1 ( 5 marks )  

  

       Listen to a story about a Canadian man called Frank and choose the correct  

 answer a, b or c. 

 

His face is a mask of determination as his fingers mess-up with the lace of his 
shoe. Under his breath he says over and over again, “I am going to do this, I am 
going to do this.” The people in the room stand watching, silently cheering him on. 
A huge shout goes up as he finally, after countless attempts, manages to make a 
perfect bow. No, this story is not about a four-year old learning to tie his shoelaces. 
It is, however, a story about a very courageous sixty-year-old Canadian man 
named Frank Hrabanek. Several years ago, Frank lost four of his fingers in a 
terrible accident at the factory where he used to work. Along with losing his fingers, 
he lost the ability to do many of the everyday things that most of us take for 
granted. Without the help of his loving wife, Jane, Frank was unable to pull up his 
trousers, put on his socks, cut up his meat, or tie his own shoelaces. That has all 
changed now thanks to technology. In June, Frank entered West Park Healthcare 
in Toronto to be fitted with artificial body parts. In Frank’s case, the artificial body 
parts were four new fingers. The artificial fingers are made of a silvery-grey material 
and look strangely robotic. However, once a cover has been put over them, they 
will look exactly like the fingers on Frank’s other hand. What with the difficult 
operation and the lengthy recovery period, Frank has been through a terrible pain. 
But the important thing is that he is through it and he is now ready to take on the 
world. Grinning from ear to ear, Frank told reporters that one of the first things that 
he is going to do when he gets home is invite friends round for a meal. “We’re 
having a dinner party tomorrow night and I’m doing all the cooking. Jane has been 
through so much, I am giving her the night off!” Jane smiles and adds, “Before 
Frank’s accident, our hobby was fly-fishing. Fishing season opens in a few weeks, 
and with the luck we’ve been having lately, I just know we’re going to catch a big 
one this year!” 
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Listening 2 (5 marks ) 

Listen to a conversation between two friends about a computer-animated film and decide 

whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). 
Woman:   Hi, William! How are you? 
 

Man:   I’m fine, Kelly. I just got back from the cinema. I took my kids to see that new   
                           computer-animated film you had recommended to me. 
 
Woman:   And what did you think? 
 
Man:   My kids were thrilled by it. I had my doubts at first, but I have to admit I was  
                             very pleasantly surprised. 
 
Woman:   You see, I told you, you would enjoy it. The great thing about this film is that 
 
  children can have a really good time watching it and, at the same time, adults     
  can get a good laugh too because it’s so cleverly written. 
 
Man:   That’s right! The writers really took the time to think about the story and   
                           develop the characters. It’s good to know that someone still cares about   
                           producing high-quality films for the whole family. 
 
Woman:   And what did you think about the graphics? Weren’t they simply amazing? 
 
Man:                    They absolutely were. The entire film was a feast for the eyes. Animated   
                           films have come a long way since their beginning in the early 20th century. 
 
Woman:   And animators are not stopping there. You see, currently, most 
                            computer-animated films show animal characters or fantasy characters or   
                            cartoon-like humans. But the ultimate goal for animators is to create a   
                            computer- animated film which will show realistic- looking humans. And they  
                            want to do this in a way that viewers would no longer be able to tell if a  
                           particular film is computer-generated or created using real actors. 
 
Man:   Hmm, I’m not so sure that complete human realism is such a great thing. Can  
                            you imagine what it will mean for actors and the film industry in general? Lots of   
                           actors would find themselves unemployed. 
 
Woman:   Well, they have nothing to worry about for the moment. Complete human  
                            realism is still a long way off, but I suppose it would be strange, though. Can   
                            you imagine a premiere without the stars? Who will they be rolling out a red 
                           carpet for? And what about the awards for best actor? Who will be walking out 
                           on stage to receive it? 
Man:   And don’t forget the poor paparazzi who will have no one to chase after for a 
                            picture. 
 
Woman:   Maybe they’ll be chasing after the computer geeks now. 
 
Man:   Yeah, maybe! 
 


