Who really discovered America?

Question 1: (5 Marks)

Listen to some information about who really discovered America and decide
whether the following sentences are true (V) or false (x)

First of all, what do we mean by America? There’s North America and South
America and together they are called the Americas. Technically, the Native
Americans were the first people to discover America when they travelled across
from Asia about 12,000 years ago. But who was the first European to discover the

Americas?

The most common answer is Christopher Columbus. In 1492, he set sail from
Spain and two months later he reached one of the islands we know now as the
Bahamas. He called it San Salvador. However, Columbus thought he was on an
island off the coast of India. He found natives already living there and wrongly

called them ‘Indians’.

The Americas got their name from another explorer, Amerigo Vespucci.
Vespucci travelled to the Americas seven years after Columbus, and some people
believe he was the first to set foot on the mainland. During his first voyage, he
explored the northern coast of South Americaright up to the Amazon. More
importantly, Vespucci realized South America wasn’t an extension of Asia but a
whole new continent. Mystery solved? Not quite. Five hundred years earlier, in
about 1000 AD, a Viking explorer called Leif Ericson made an interesting
discovery. He was exploring the coast of Greenland when he sailed further west
and landed in Newfoundland, Canada. However, he didn’t explore the continent

further.

So, who discovered America?



Travel advice (listening script 2)

Question 2: (5 Marks)

Listen to a radio programme about travel and holidays and choose the correct

answer (a,b or c).

Interviewer: Good afternoon and welcome to the Travel Show. This
week our travel correspondents are reporting from the beaches of
Thailand and a walking adventure in the Pyrenees mountains. But first,
many of you write to us every week for holiday advice and perhaps one of
the most common questions is: How much do I tip in other countries?
Well, to help us this week we have travel journalist, Stella Swan. So,
Stella, is there a rule on tipping that’s true for everywhere you travel or is

it always different?

Stella: Well, the only rule I'd say is pay a tip when you are really

happy with the service. | also tip the people who make a difference to my

holiday.
Interviewer: What do you mean?
Stella: Well, if I’'m staying at a hotel, I’ll always leave a nice tip for

the cleaning staff. They probably get paid the lowest wage in the hotel,

but they are the people who look after your room, so you want them to do

a good job.
Interviewer: OK, so which country expects the highest tips?
Stella: | think most people are surprised in North America where

twenty percent considered normal.



Interviewer: That does seem like a lot.

Stella: Maybe, but in Canada and the USA you also pay a little less at
the restaurant and the hotel but you get good service in return. If you

don’t get good service, then leave ten percent.

Interviewer: What about in central or south America? Is it also twenty?
Stella: It tends to be lower. Around ten percent is normal.
Interviewer: Yes, in my experience ten per cent is fairly standard.

Especially in European countries.

Stella: | think it is, although in places like China or Japan, it isn’t
common to tip at all. It also depends on where you are. So in the USA, you
tip for everything in a hotel whereas | wouldn’t tip so much elsewhere.

The other thing to remember is that many restaurants and hotels include a

service charge.

Interviewer: Yes, I've noticed that. | was in a restaurant in India and

the bill included ten percent so | didn’t tip.

Stella: | think that’s more and more normal in lots of countries.
Especially in places where there are lots of people from different

countries. It solves the problem.






